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DAY 1 - Against All Odds

In the movie The Lord of the Rings - The Return of the
King, Aragorn has just advised the fellowship that
they must attack Saron and create a diversion in
order to empty the final armies away from Mordor
so that Frodo and Sam could reach Mount Doom to
destroy the one ring. After Aragon lays out his plan,
the Dwarve Gimli responds, “Certainty of death.
Small chance of success. What are we waiting for?”.
Everyone understood, not only were their chances of
winning against them, but they would most likely die
as a result. They were willing to accept that their loss
could help win the war.

Some of the greatest victories in the Bible are best
remembered, not because they were won because of
great strength, but because they were won even
though the odds were stacked against them. The
defeat of the Egyptian army at the Red Sea, Gideon,
Sampson, David and Goliath, and Jericho, and more,
were victories that should have not happened, but
did. They were impossible to win and yet the
impossible happened. So what made these
impossible victories happen?

Throughout the Bible God’s people are also
challenged to exercise their faith and to believe in
the impossible. Noah was told that God was going to
destroy the world and he was to build a boat that
would take him 100 years to complete so that God
would save him and his family (Genesis 6). And God
did. Abram was told that he and his wife Sarai would
have a child, even though they were old and far
beyond their child bearing years (Genesis 15). And
they did. Joshua and the Israelites were told to
march around the city of Jericho and the walls would
fall down (Joshua 6). And it did. What should have
been impossible became possible. But how?

The simple answer is that they were victories against
overwhelming odds because God was with them.
Think of each example. Did the people have great
strength, were their numbers great, did they have
superior weapons? In the example of Abram and
Sarai they knew their bodies were as good as dead
(Heb 11:12). But in each story they believed God,

against all odds that cried out “it is impossible” they
exercised their faith in God and said “it is possible”.

Remembering our earlier story with Gimli brings us
back to maybe the most important thing about
victories. It’s not about winning the battle but
winning the war. Gimli and his friends knew the war
against Sauron could only be won if the One Ring
was destroyed. So they were willing to lose a battle,
and most likely their lives, in order to win the war.

For God’s people, the war is spiritual (Ep 6:12) and all
victories are spiritual victories that sometimes take
on a physical element. Jesus’ death on the cross was
a physical death, but a spiritual victory that won the
war over sin and death. And in a spiritual war we can
only have victory if we, just like those before us,
exercise our faith and believe that the impossible is
possible. After all “if God is for us, who can be against
us” (Rom 8:31).

Things To Ponder
Have you ever “taken one for the team” in order to
win? Why did you?

Have you ever felt God calling you to exercise great
faith and trust in him? If you didn’t step out in faith,
why? Do you wish you could get a second chance?

How does knowing that the spiritual war has already
been won encourage you to take bold steps of faith?
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DAY 2 - Neither Side (Joshua 5:13-15)

Today, just as in Joshua's time, people always seem to
draw a line in the sand. You’re either for me, or
you're against me. There never seems to be a middle
ground. We seem to only see in black and white. And
yet the reality is that life is far too complex to be
simply black or white.

In Joshua 5:13-15 we encounter what is maybe one
of the most interesting conversations in the bible.
Joshua is nearing Jericho when he sees a man
standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his
hand. I don’t know about you, but a man with a drawn
sword is not someone I would easily approach, yet
Joshua did. And now Joshua asks the man an obvious
question, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”. But
the man’s answer takes Joshua, and us, by surprise.
“Neither,” (v 14). Plot twist!

A lot can happen in your mind in a fraction of a
second. How could this man be on neither side? To
Joshua there were only two options, it was black or
white. You were either for me or against me.

Joshua’s question  to the man revealed
something that was wrong in his thinking.

Jericho wasn’t Joshua’s battle?

Now don’t get me wrong. It’s not that Joshua didn’t
trust in God. Rather, Joshua had the wrong mindset
of black or white and thus asked the wrong question.

The man continued, “but as commander of the army
of the Lord, I have now come.” (v 14). It’s almost as
though the angel was responding “Who’s side are you
on?”. Joshua and Israel must know their place—it is
not that God is on their side; rather, they must fight
God’s battles. And God has sent the commander of
his heavenly armies to take charge of the battle on
earth. Joshua must take orders from him (6:2–5), and
he can also know that the armies of heaven are
committed to this war. This is not Joshua’s war, but
God’s.

Which brings us to an eternal truth - as Christians,
we are to fight God’s battles. Today the world seems
to be torn apart with everyone asking “whose side
are you on”. Political alliances, social injustice, racial
injustice are just a few. The world, and even
Christians, seems to be becoming more and more
“black or white”, either you’re for me or against me.
Lines are drawn and battles rage, even within the
church. This was why Paul encouraged the church in
Corinth “that all of you agree with one another in
what you say and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and
thought.” (1 Cor 1:10).

But here’s the rub, not all battles are God's battles.
Not every earthly battle is a battle line for God's
people. So how do we know which battles are God’s
and which aren’t? First, pray, seek God’s direction
and wisdom (Ja 1:5). Second, God’s people are to
proclaim the “kingdom of God” (Lk 9:2). Third, just
like Jesus we are to seek and save the lost (Lk
19:10).

Just like Joshua, Christians must be careful to not
be caught up in the world's battles and thinking
they are your battles. The world wants you to
“choose a side”, and on some things we must, but
first, be sure you are on God’s side proclaiming His
kingdom.

Things To Ponder
What can be a pitfall when choosing a side?

How do you view others whose opinion is different
from yours?

How can Christians have different opinions or
ideas and yet still be united?
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DAY 3 - Let The Walls Fall (Joshua 6:1-21)

In the book A Christmas Carol (1843, Charles
Dickens) the writer begins “Marley was dead: to
begin with”. Why?

Because we must first understand the
impossibility of the situation in order to

grasp the miracle that is about to happen.

And that’s how we must understand the miracle that
God is about to work in defeating Jericho.

Now that the Lord has sent an angel to realign
Joshua’s thinking we find the city of Jericho locked
up and ready for battle (v 1). In ancient times most
battles against a heavily fortified city would be a
battle of attrition to see who could hold out the
longest. If a city had a supply of freshwater and good
stores of grain, they could sometimes hold out for
years. And this wasn’t the first time Jericho had been
under siege so they were most likely well prepared.
After all, the Israelites had been just across the
Jordan for 40 years. This wasn’t a surprise attack.

Before the battle even begins the Lord speaks to
Joshua in almost a past tense “See, I have delivered
Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its
fighting men” (v 2). The battle has already been won
before it has begun. God makes it clear to Joshua
that the battle and the victory were God’s, not
Joshua’s. God would deliver Jericho along with its
king and fighting men. All Joshua had to do was obey
orders.

However, rather than a direct attack against Jericho,
God gives Josuha some very odd orders about how
this battle would be fought. How odd? The walls of
Jericho would fall themselves after the Israelite
priests carrying the Ark and army had walked around
the city once a day for 6 days, then 7 times on the
seventh day (vv 3-5). Really! All they had to do was
march around the city? Never had anything like this
ever happened. Human battles were not won by
simply marching around a city, but by fighting and
strength. But this was not a human battle to be
fought on human terms. It was God’s battle and
would be fought and won on God’s terms.

And so Joshua and the Israelites did just as God had
commanded - regardless of how crazy it sounded.
And let’s face it, it was a crazy plan. But that’s what
makes it a miracle. God loves for his people to obey
his crazy plans in order to show his glory. Jericho,
David and Goliath, Gideon. All crazy plans that
showed just how God works when one simply obeys.

Which brings us to the seventh day and the miracle
that is about to happen. While we know how this
story ends as the priests blow their trumpets, and
the army shouted, the wall collapsed and everyone
rushed straight in and took the city (vv 20-21). The
bigger lesson for Joshua and the Israelites, and for
us, is to see the impossibility of the situation and yet
always trust in God and obey. Regardless of the walls
that may be standing before you, regardless of how
crazy the plan, if it is God’s plan then the walls will
fall, because the victory has already been secured.
So let the walls begin to fall.

Things To Ponder
Have you ever considered that the seventh day was
the Sabbath, a day of rest commanded by God (Ex
20:8-11), why do you think God had them march on
the seventh day?

How do you think the people of Jericho felt about
the priests and army simply marching around the
city?

What crazy plan do you feel God calling you to do
to promote his kingdom?
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DAY 4 - A Promise Kept (Joshua 6:22-25)

Promises. Throughout the Bible we read of promises
being made, usually in the form of an oath or
covenant. And it’s important to remember that if
someone did not uphold their promise, if they broke
the covenant, then they would be cursed. Thus we
return to an earlier promise.

The prostitute Rahab was well aware that Joshua
and the Israelites were on their way and would soon
arrive - and arrive they did. The scarlet cord was
hung in the window and Rahab and her family were
locked inside - waiting. Can you imagine her
thoughts as Israel's priests and army marched
around the city? The first day they braced
themselves for the battle to come. But it didn’t come.
Again the second day, but again, nothing happened.
Days three, four, five and six were the same.

Rahab doesn’t know God’s plan, but if
there was any doubt in her mind, it was

about to be extinguished.

It’s the seventh day, the walls of Jericho have just
fallen and Joshua and the Israelites are setting about
to destroy the city and everyone and thing in it. But
there was also a promise made to Rahab and her
family earlier (Josh 2) and now it was time for the
spies to keep that promise to fulfill their oath.

The two spies she hid on her roof make their way
back to her house, likely looking for the scarlet cord
in her window (Jos 2:21). Rahab and her family are
found and are spared from the destruction since she
showed faith in God by lying to the king of Jericho
and hiding the spies. The men bring Rahab and her
family out of the city, but temporarily keep them
outside of the Israelite camp, the place of the
unclean. There they remain until Rahab’s family is
ritually clean (6:25). God shows mercy in the midst of
judgment. In fact, the structure of Joshua 6:15–25
emphasizes this point, for three times the text
alternates between destruction and rescue,
judgment and mercy.

The spies, and God, had kept their promise. Rahab
and her family were saved. And as great as Rahab’s
story is, it does not end here. God has a way of
always exceeding our expectations in ways we can
never imagine. So, as Paul Harvey used to say, “and
now for the rest of the story”.

The Bible's overarching theme is the story of
salvation. And God brings into that story some
“interesting” characters. Liars (Ge 12:13), murders
(2 Sam 12:9), adulterers (2 Sam 11:4), and even
prostitutes (Josh 2:1). So have you ever considered
how Rahab’s story fits into the grand theme of God’s
plan? Fast forward 1400 years. In the genealogy of
Jesus in Matthew 1, the writer lists five women -
Tamar, Ruth, Uriah’s wife (Bathsheba), Mary (Jesus’
mother) and Rahab. And other than Mary, Rahab is
the only one mentioned again in the New Testament
(Heb 11:31, Jas 2:24).

I don’t think Rahab would have ever imagined that
she would play a part in the story of how God
brought salvation to mankind. That she would be
honored by being the one through whom the
Messiah would be born. Rahab’s story is a reminder
to us that God not only keeps his promises, but will
use those who trust in him to bring him glory as he
does great things through them.

Things To Ponder
Have you ever thought about how Rahab plays into
God’s greater story of salvation?

How does Rahab’s story give you encouragement?

How can your story play into God’s greater story of
salvation?
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DAY 5 - LIFE APPLICATION

In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Authority. This final

lesson is unique in that it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some

Bible study and journaling.

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.

1. Get maybe 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.

2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new, something you

never really noticed before.

3. Read Joshua 5-7 at least twice - slowly.

4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to

convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this

scripture passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?


