


Crossings - Joshua 3-4

DAY 1 - Getting Ready For An Amazing Thing

Earlier we read about how Rahab had saved and
protected the spies. The spies soon return to give
Joshua their report. And their report is good.

The Lord has surely given the whole land into our
hands; all the people are melting in fear because
of us. (Joshua 2:24)

Now, after 40 years of wondering, the Israelites are
getting ready to move into the promised land. And
that’s where we’ll pick up the story.

Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites
set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan
[river], where they camped before crossing over.
(3:1)

The journey from Shittim to the Jordan River was
about ten miles and would have taken the better part
of the day. This is a good time to grab your favorite
study Bible and take a look on the map for just where
the Israelites were and where Jericho is. It’s not far.
For Jericho, the Israelites are sitting on their
doorstep.

After three days the officers went throughout the
camp, giving orders to the people: “When you see
the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and
the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move
out from your positions and follow it. Then you
will know which way to go, since you have never
been this way before. But keep a distance of
about two thousand cubits between you and the
ark; do not go near it. (3:2-4)

"After three days” is a Hebrew idiom meaning "on the
third day" (1:11). Ever notice the recurring theme of
“three days” in the Bible? Joseph’s dream
interpretation (Ge 40), Moses and the darkness
covering Egypt (Ex 10), the Israelites entering the
promised land, Jonah in the belly of a fish (Jonah 1),
Jesus in the tomb, and more?

The presence of the "ark of the covenant,"
symbolized God's presence among his people (Ex
25:10-22). The presence of the ark also tells us that
the crossing of the Jordan was more than just
crossing a river, but a religious procession.

When the ark was carried across the Jordan
by the priests, the Lord was leading the

march in to claim his land that he had
promised Abraham centuries earlier (Ge 12).

"From your positions" refers to the specific locations
assigned to the various tribes whenever they set up
camp (Nu 2). Everyone had a place and everyone was
to be in their place.

However, the people, warned to "keep a distance" of
about "a thousand yards" from the ark while crossing
the Jordan. And this raises an interesting question.
To maintain that distance from the ark, the Israelites
would have had to cross one-half mile upstream or
one-half mile downstream from the ark. That would
indicate that the Jordan River would have been
parted a large distance. Or, perhaps, they maintained
this distance only until the priests were stationed
with the ark in the middle of the river and the people
could pass by.

Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for
tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among
you.” (3:5)

The people were to be holy because God is holy, the
ark was holy, and the event itself was holy.
Consecration involved bathing, washing one's
clothing, and abstinence from sexual activity. Why?
Because beginning tomorrow God was going to do
"Amazing things among you". Are you ready?

Things To Ponder
What do you feel was the most important reason for
the people to consecrate themselves?

Why do you think God had the people keep such
from the ark?

What do you feel you would be thinking if you heard
Joshua say “the Lord will do amazing things among
you”?
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DAY 2 - Just What Was The Ark

With the ark coming back into the story let's take a
look at what it was and why it was so important. We
are first told about the ark in Exodus 25:10-22
where God gives Moses instructions on its shape,
size and coverings. Of all the tabernacle furnishings,
the ark is mentioned first, probably because it
symbolized the throne of the Lord (1Sa 4:4; 2Sa 6:2),
the great King, who chose to dwell among his people.

Basically the ark was a chest in which to place things
and where God would meet with Moses - as we’ll
read about later. Its size was about 45 inches long by
27 inches high and 27 inches wide (v 10). So, unlike
the Indiana Jones movie that portrayed a large heavy
box, the reality was that the ark itself was not very
large or heavy. It was made to be mobile.

The ark was made of acacia wood and covered in
gold (v 10). Acacia wood is still a popular wood to use
today as it has a deep brown in color with an
attractive natural grain, giving a warm, rich touch to
any home. Acacia's durability means it isn't scratched
easily, too, while its water-resistant properties
means it won't warp readily and is highly resistant to
fungus. Finally, acacia wood is also termite resistant.
Over all, acacia would have been the perfect material
to build the ark from, light and durable.

Similar to the ark, the poles were also made of acacia
wood and covered in gold. While we’re not told how
long the poles were, they would have been long
enough so those carrying the ark would not have
accidentally touched the ark and defiled it. Given
that the ark was 45 inches long, and adding an
additional space of 24 inches between the ark and
those that carried it, (times 2 = 48 inches) and
another 24 inches for the pole to rest on the people
(times 2 - 48 inches) I’ll estimate the poles to be
about 141 inches long (45+48+48) or almost 12 feet.
Also, the poles were to always remain on the ark.

So why gold. First, unlike silver, gold does not oxidize
(rust). Even after thousands of years the gold inside
king Tut’s tomb glistened when Howard Carter
shined his flashlight on it. Gold has always been
considered to be the most precious and pure of the
minerals and only the most pure gold would have
been overlaid on the ark and the poles.

The atonement cover and cherubim seem to be the
only pieces that are made only of gold. The cover
was large enough to fit over the opening, but we
are not told how thick it was. However, we can
presume it would not have needed to be too thick,
but thick enough to support the cherubim on each
end.

Which brings us to what may be the most interesting
piece of the ark, two cherubim, one on each end of
the ark. Awesome heavenly creatures that Ezekiel
more fully describes (Ezek 1:5–14; 10:1–22). Their
posture on the ark is one of reverent awe in the
presence of the Lord himself (v 22). And it would be
between the cherubim where God would meet with
Moses.

Finally, its purpose was to, 1) carry the ten
commandments, or covenant (v 21), and, 2) be a
place where God would meet with Moses (v 22). But
it also was meant to go ahead of the Israelites so
they would know where to go since they did not
know the way (Josh 3:4).

Where is the ark today? The last mention of the ark
in the Old Testament is 2 Chronicles 35:3, “Then he
said to the Levites who taught all Israel, who were
holy to the Lord: “Put the holy ark in the house
which Solomon the son of David, king of Israel,
built."' That is, the temple. This happened during the
reign of King Josiah, about 630 BC. The ark vanished
when the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem in 587
BC.

Which brings us to a final question. Did the ark need
to disappear? I would say yes. The ark represented
the old covenant. In order to pave the way for the
new covenant the ark would no longer be needed. A
similar thought is how the curtain separating the
holy place from the holy of holies in the temple and
how it was torn in two from the top down (Mt 27:51,
Mk 15:38, Lk 23:45). The write of Hebrews goes into
great detail about the old covenant vs the new
covenant (Heb 8-10).

Things To Ponder
Did you learn or observe anything new about the ark
in this lesson? What?



Crossings - Joshua 3-4

DAY 3 - Parting The Water

Here’s a trivia question - How many times has God
parted a body of water? The Bible records a similar
miracle multiple times where he parted a sea or river
so that those who crossed did so on dry ground. If I
counted correctly there are four partings. The Red
Sea for Moses and the Israelites (Ex 14:21-22), the
Jordan river for Joshua and the Israelites (Josh
3:15-17), for Elijah (2 Kings 2:8) and for Elisha (2
Kings 2:14). Interestingly, Jesus skipped parting the
water and just walked on it (Mt 14:25, Mk 6:48-49,
Jn 6:19).

For this lesson let's focus on the parting of the Red
Sea for Moses and the Jordan river for Joshua
symbolism, their similarities and their differences.

First is the symbolism that they represent.

The crossing of both the Red Sea and the
Jordan represent the freedom from

oppression, breakthrough, and deliverance.

At the Red Sea the Israelites found escape and
freedom from their bondage in Egypt. At the Jordan
river the Israelites moved from being wanders
without a home to the land that God had promised to
Abraham hundreds of years earlier.

It also can symbolize the making of a covenant as the
two parties would walk between a sacrificed animal
as a pledge that if either of them break the covenant
then may they be like this animal cut in two. In this
example the water would have represented the
animal as they walked through.

Both crossings were similar in that the Israelites
crossed on dry ground. Let that sink in for a moment.
Dry ground. In both examples the writer is
intentional in menting that the ground was dry. Not
muddy or even damp but dry. Sea bottoms and river
beds do not dry quickly once the water has been
removed. Yet God dried the ground in record time.
God didn’t just part the waters, he made it easy for
the Israelites to cross.

The difference between the crossings also showed
the Israelites how God worked. In the example of
the Red Sea, Moses stretched out his arms over the
Red Sea and God parted the waters during the
night with a strong east wind. Although there can
be extremely hot sirocco winds from the Arabian
Desert that can displace significant amounts of
water and rapidly dry the land, the wind does not
create a wall of water on both sides. The walling up
of the waters on either side was a miracle of God
beyond the divine force and timing of the wind,
since Israel would have had to march directly into
its gale force as they were coming from the west.
There was more at work here than just the wind.

In the example of the parting of the Jordan river
the writer notes that it was harvest time and the
Jordan was at flood stage. Don’t think the Jordan
was a calm flowing river that you could wade
across. At flood stage the water is deep, fast
flowing and dangerous. You wouldn’t want to cross
the Jordan at flood stage. And that’s the point.
Only God could help the Israelites cross now. But
they had to show faith first as the water would not
part until the priests carrying the ark put their feet
into the water. And step into the water they did
and God parted the Jordan. Once again God has
provided as his people trusted him and acted on
their faith.

Things To Ponder
How did you do with the trivia question? Can you
think of other examples where God “parted”
something?

How would you describe or contrast the parting of
the Red Sea vs the Jordan River? How does this
help you see a bigger picture of how God works?

Why do you think God had the Israelites cross the
Jordan during the flood stage?
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DAY 4 - “To This Day”

Even today, countries and cultures around the world
observe various holidays as celebrations for a variety
of reasons. In the USA we celebrate July 4 as
Independence Day, or the last Monday in May as
Memorial Day (or Decoration Day). And around the
world, with some exceptions, January 1 is celebrated
as New Year's Day.

I have found visiting a memorial site to be one of the
most memorable experiences you can have. Visiting
the 911 Memorial in New York city where the World
Trade Centers once stood or visiting the Vietnam
Memorial in Washington DC to be very moving
experiences. And they are. Even though you’re in the
middle of busy New York city or Washington DC it is
eerily quiet.

Throughout the Bible we also find examples of
memorials of different types and for varying reasons.
But they all have one thing in common -

Memorials help us remember
something  important that happened.

Some, like the Festival of Unleavened Bread
(Passover) are meant to stand as a “lasting ordinance
for the generations to come” (Ex 12). They are meant
to remember what God has done and to be
commemorated from generation to generation.

In Joshua 4 we read that God instructed Joshua and
the Israelites to gather 12 stones from the center of
the Jordan river - one for each tribe (v 3). There are
several reasons why God wanted them to do this?
First, each stone would represent one of the tribes
(sons) of Israel (Jacob). And although they were
separate groups and families, as God’s chosen
people, he wanted the nation of Israel to always act
and work together. Therefore, the stones would be a
reminder of how God had helped them cross the
Jordan river.

Second, the stones would create a place that the
Israelites could go to and see, it would be a
permanent part of Israelites history.

In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do
these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of
the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of
the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a
memorial to the people of Israel forever.

God wanted future generations of Israelites to visit
the stones with their children and to tell and remind
them of what God had done. Imagine then a family
visiting this site years, even generations later. The
parents would tell their children the story of how
God parted the Jordan and brought the Israelites
into the promised land.

Jesus, during the Last Supper, gave his disciples, and
us, a lasting ordinance to do in remembrance of him.
We call it Holy Communion. And each time we
celebrate Communion as a church, as a family, we
are challenged to remember what Jesus did for us
as he died on the cross for the forgiveness of our
sins. And to this day we continue to remember lest
we ever forget what the cost of our sin was to Jesus.

Things To Ponder
What is your favorite celebration? Why is it your
favorite?

What is the most moving memorial you have ever
visited? Why was it so moving?

What family traditions does your family celebrate?
Why? What do they help you remember and why is
it important?
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DAY 5 - LIFE APPLICATION

In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Crossings. This final

lesson is unique in that it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some

Bible study and journaling.

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.

1. Get maybe 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.

2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new, something you

never really noticed before.

3. Read Joshua 3 & 4 at least twice - slowly.

4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to

convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this

scripture passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?


