


Direction - Joshua 2

DAY 1 - An unlikely alliance

In Joshua 2 we read that in preparation for the
Israelites to cross the Jordan and begin their journey
into the promised land Joshua sent out two spies to,
“Go, look over the land ... especially Jericho.” (v 1).
And this brings us to an important point. Although
Joshua didn’t have a plan yet about how God was
going to lead the Israelites into battle, he did know
and understand that Jericho would be their first
engagement. So let’s understand Jericho a little
better.

By the time the Israelites crossed the Jordan River,
Jericho was already an old city - really old.
Archeology suggests that it had been inhabited as
early as 9000 BC. It’s location was strategic as it was
just north of the Dead Sea and on a major trade
route between the East, Egypt, Asia Minor and
beyond. This strategic location is also why it was
heavily fortified with two walls around the city in a
double enclosure made of mud brick. The outside
wall rested on top of a stone base. It would have
been common to have housing located in this second
wall trying to maximize space for living. However,
though the walls were impressive in size, they were
not stable. As we’ll find out soon.

If you were a spy on a reconnaissance mission you
would want to stay as invisible as possible. With that
in mind our story introduces a new and most unlikely
heroine - a prostitute named Rahab. The Bible
doesn’t say how the spies and Rahab found each
other only that “they [the spies] went and entered
the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed
there” (v 1). I always find it interesting that

God chooses to execute his plans in some of
the most unlikely ways and who would be
more likely to be a part of God’s plan than

a prostitute.

Remember, according to the Law being a prostitute
was considered wicked and sinful. Not someone you
would have expected God to use to carry out his
plans.

It’s at this point in the story when an unlikely
alliance is formed between the spies and Rahab, a
prostitute. But we learn that Rahab, and all of
Jericho, had heard the stories of what the God of
Israel had done to the Egyption army and the two
Ammorite kings,   Sihon and Og (vv 8-11). And
although she was a prostitute, she knew that God
was about to give Jericho over to the Israelites. So
she lies to the king who knows the spies were
there, sending him on a wild goose chase. She then
proposes a deal with the spies. She’ll not turn the
spies in if they promise to save her and her family
(v 13). So a deal is made, an alliance is created and
in the end Rahab and her family are saved. We’ll
talk more about Rahab in another lesson.

Looking at the Bible's overarching theme of
salvation, have you ever considered how Rahab’s
story fits into the grand theme of God’s plan? Fast
forward 1400 years. In the genealogy of Jesus in
Matthew 1, the writer lists five women - Tamar,
Ruth, Uriah’s wife (Bathsheba), Mary (Jesus’
mother) and Rahab. And other than Mary, Rahab is
the only one mentioned again in the New
Testament (Jas 2:24).

So here’s a thought. Just like God had a plan for
Joshua, and the spies, and even Rahab, God also
has a plan for us. The problem is we don’t know if
our part is big or small or how God will use us. But
that’s not really the question. The question is
simply, will you play the part God has for you?

Things To Ponder
Describe a time when God did something
completely contrary to what you were expecting.

Have you ever given much thought to how Rahab
played into God’s big plan? How you play into
God’s big plan?

How does knowing Rahab is listed in the genealogy
of Jesus encourage you? Why?
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DAY 2 - A SCARLET CORD

Now this lesson will not have any great theological
implications or some big epiphany. Rather, this
lesson is for the fun of exploring God’s word and
finding those connections that just make you wonder
- and smile.

Reading the Bible you can often see repeated words,
phrases or themes. You can also see repetitive
symbolism that can help thread together unrelated
events into a great tapestry. Things that, when seen
together, help draw a greater picture and color is
often used to describe specific themes or ideas.
Purple often is used when referring to royalty, or
white for purity, and red (crimson or scarlet) for sin.
While it’s not always universal,

the use of color often helps the reader
understand what the greater theme is

that the writer is trying to convey.

In the story of the spies and Rahab she is told to tie a
scarlet cord in her window to identify her house.
Now I don’t think there was anything special about
this scarlet cord. Red dye was fairly common and not
expensive. It was most likely a simple thread dyed
scarlet and of little value. And yet, this scarlet thread
was priceless to Rahab and her family for it would
result in their being saved from the destruction of
Jericho. And even better, they were accepted into
the Israelit community with Rahab eventually
marrying Salmon the leader of the tribe of Judah and
in the line of Jesus.

The scarlet thread in Rahab’s window is somewhat
reminiscent of an earlier event in Egypt when the
Israelites put lamb's blood (red or scarlet) on their
door post as an indicator for God to “passover” that
house and spare their firstborn. In both events they
were a sign for the protection of those inside. In both
events the same warning was also given that
whoever left the safety of that place would die.

As an example, metaphorically we talk about being
“covered by the blood of Jesus”, referring to Jesus’
death on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.

But it can also refer to the protection from the
consequences of sin and the judgment of God. In all
the examples, from the covering of the doorposts
with the lamb's blood during passover, to Jesus’
death on the cross, to the scarlet thread in Rahab’s
window show a recurring theme of protection.

There’s so much more to Rahab’s story that we
can’t get into now. But know this truth, God was at
work saving more than just the Israelites. God
shows us time and time again that he wants to save
all those who put their trust in him.

Again, this lesson was not meant to be theological
or describe some deep mystical truth. This was just
a fun theme/word study. My prayer is that you
have enjoyed the journey, and more importantly,
that it has inspired you to do a little deeper
reading. The Bible is full of some “off the beaten
trail” adventures just waiting to be explored. You
never know what you’ll find but I can guarantee
you that the journey will be fun.

Things To Ponder
Have you ever done a word study in the Bible?
How can a world study help you understand God’s
bigger plan?

Can you think of other examples of color and
themes used in the Bible? How do they help you
understand the meaning of the passage?

Can you think of other examples in the Bible where
God was working to save someone other than the
Israelites? How can this help shape your image of a
saving God?
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DAY 3 - GOD WORKS BEHIND THE SCENES

We often think of victories as occurring after a battle
has been won. After all, how can you have a victory
without a battle to determine the victor?

Yet the Bible often shows us that God has
already granted victory long before the

battle actually starts. All you have to do is
trust in him.

Let’s look at Rahab’s conversation with the spies.

Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up
on the roof and said to them, “I know that the Lord
has given you this land and that a great fear of you
has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country
are melting in fear because of you. We have heard
how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for
you when you came out of Egypt,and what you did
to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east
of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.
When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and
everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the
Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below. (Joshua 2:8-11)

The spies had been secretly sent out by Joshua to
“Go, look over the land, … especially Jericho.” (Jos
2:1). Joshua was a seasoned warrior and would have
wanted as much information about the cities and
people as he could get. Especially as fortified a city as
Jericho. Now the spies are on the rooftop of Rahab’s
house hiding out. Rahab has just lied to the king and
sent his men on a wild goose chase. Now she has
returned and is talking with the two spies and her
conversation with them reveals some interesting
things about how God has already been at work.

The first thing to note is that Rahab knows about
God and calls him “the Lord” (v 9). This is important
as it shows that God accepts anyone who will put
their trust in him, regardless of their past. Rahab’s
story gives hope to everyone who acknowledges and
accepts God.

Second, everyone, not just Rahab, knew that God
had given them “this land” (v 9) resulting in
everyone “melting in fear because of you” (v 9). But
why would they be in such fear of the Israelites?

Because word had spread about how God had
“dried up the Red Sea” and what had happened to
Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites, who
the Israelites had “completely destroyed” (v 10).
And now the Israelites, who had been just across
the border from Jericho for 40 years, were getting
on the move and getting ready to cross the Jordan
River and Jericho would be the first city they came
to.

Last is how Rahab describes God as “the Lord your
God is God in heaven above and on the earth
below” (v 11). Rahab acknowledged the
sovereignty and authority of God Almighty. I
sometimes wonder if God would have spared
Jericho if they had repented of their sin. After all,
God did spare Nineveh when Jonah preached
about their coming destruction (Jonah 3:10).

In the story of Rahab and the fall of Jericho we can
see how God had been working in the background
to pave the way for victory. As we’ll read later, all
the Israelites had to do was march.

Things To Ponder
Have you thought of Rahab as an opportunist
switching sides or as someone who saw who God is
and accepted him as her God?

How would it affect your prayers if you truly
believed God had already given you the victory?

How have you seen God working behind the
scenes in your life?
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DAY 4 - TRUST: A mutual arrangement

It can be argued that the most important element in
any relationship is trust. Without a foundation of
trust there is nothing to build a relationship upon. So
let's take a moment and explore the relationship of
trust between the spies and Rahab.

The first thing we read is that the spies “entered the
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there”
(Jos 2:1). If you’re a spy, looking for a place to not be
noticed for your coming and going, then the house of
a prostitute would have been a tactical decision.

What we sometimes fail to see is how God
is always working in the background - the

spies were exactly where God intended
them to be.

Not only were the spies somewhere safe, as we’ll
later see, they were also with the only person in
Jericho who was on God’s side. And this is where our
story of trust begins.

Rahab knew the spies were Israelites and she knew
that the true God was on their side and that Jericho’s
days were numbered. It’s at this point in the story
that Rahab puts her trust in God first, and then the
spies. She hides the spies and lies to the king (vv 4-7).
Rahab is now totally committed to her decision and
to its fate. Should the king find out the truth, she, and
most likely everyone in her house, would have been
put to death. And she has not yet talked with the
spies about this. They can only wait and listen and
the king's men head out of the city in hot pursuit of
the spies - or so they think.

Now that the king's men are gone Rahab and the
spies can talk. I’m sure the spies were wondering
what was going on. One minute they were about to
be discovered, and most likely executed, and the next
a prostitute has lied to protect them. But why? And
Rahab tells the spies her story. Rahab and all of
Jericho know about the God of the Israelites and
how he had freed them from Egypt, the most
powerful empire of its age. And how God and the
Israelites had defeated Sihon and Og, the two kings
of the Amorites (vv 8-11).

God had been working behind the scenes in
Rahab's life in preparation for just this moment and
now Rahab was trusting in God to save her and her
family.

Now that Rahab has shown her trust in God, she
now puts her trust in the spies and asks that they
help save herself and her family when the Israelites
come to destroy Jericho. The spies agree to help
save Rahab and her family as long as she doesn’t
tell what they're doing. An agreement based on
mutual trust has been made between them.

So why am I telling you about this? As we read our
Bible we often overlook the emotions and feelings
of the people in the story. Unlike writers today who
go to much greater depth and detail about their
characters, the Hebrew writers did not. Therefore,
we are often left to fill in these details ourselves. In
the story of Rahab and the spies, and other stories
in the Bible, we should take the time to really read
and think about what is going on. In the story of
Rahab and the spies there was a relationship based
on mutual trust and their trusting in God. But we
can easily miss this as we take the time to look
deeper. So I want to encourage you, as you read
these stories, take the time to read your Bible a
little slower and a lot deeper.

Things To Ponder
How do you think Rahab felt as she lied to the
king's men? How do you think the spies felt hiding
on the roof?

How do you view trust in your relationship with
God? With others?

How do you think this story would have been
different if Rahab had not trusted God? If the spies
had not trusted Rahab?
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DAY 5 - LIFE APPLICATION

In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Direction. This final

lesson is unique in that it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some

Bible study and journaling.

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.

1. Get maybe 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.

2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new, something you

never really noticed before.

3. Read Joshua 2 at least twice - slowly.

4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to

convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this

scripture passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?


