


Courage - Joshua 1

DAY 1 - Setting The Stage For A New Beginning

Every story has a background. Every story has
people and events that set the stage for the next
chapter of the story. So before we begin the story of
how Joshua led the Israelites, let’s first get some
background as we set the stage.

The book of Exodus begins 400 years after the
Israelites had come to Egypt to escape famine.
During those 400 years, the nation had grown - a lot.
And the Israelites, who were once welcomed, were
now seen as a threat to the Pharaoh and his kingdom
(Ex 1). Although the Pharaoh had ordered the killing
of all boys being born. But God had a plan and had
saved one who would play a lead role in the rest of
the Exodus story - Moses.

We say that God works in mysterious
ways - and the story of Moses shows
just how mysterious, and surprising,

God can work.

Not only did God save Moses using Pharaoh’s own
daughter, but he would be raised, educated, fed and
protected in the house of the one who ordered his
murder - Pharaoh. Talk about a plot twist.

Fast forward 40 years. Moses is now a grown man
and fully aware of his Hebrew birth. And you might
think that God’s plan is for Moses to free the
Hebrews from his position of power as a member of
Pharaoh's family. But Moses had taken things into his
own hands and now he is on the run from Pharaoh
because he killed an Egyptian (Ex 2). Another plot
twist.

Eventually Moses comes to live in the land of Midian
where he meets a local girl, gets married and begins
to raise sheep and a family. The story of Moses could
have ended there “and he lived happily ever after”
(Ex 2). But wait! God has a plan and Moses is the
central character in the story of how the Israelites
are going to be freed from Egyptian slavery.

Fast forward another 40 years. Moses is now about
80 years old. But God has a plan, and for Moses it's

time to come back into the story and execute God’s
plan. This is where God reveals himself to Moses
with His plan to free the Hebrews, and Moses is
going to do it - but not until Moses has exhausted
every excuse he has of why he shouldn't be the one
(Ex 3).

Skipping ahead, God has performed 10 miraculous
plagues against the Pharaoh and Egypt and told the
Israelites to leave Egypt. However, Pharaoh changes
his mind and pursues the Israelites and corners
them at the Red Sea. It is here where God, using
Moses, rescues the Israelites from Pharaoh and
destroys the Egyptian army at the same time by
parting the Red Sea (Ex 14). (We’ll see a similar event
occur in a few weeks and compare them)

However, even after being rescued from Pharaoh in
a miraculous way, the Isrealites rebel and sin against
God. The result is that the Isrealites are punished,
and wander in the wilderness for 40 years (Num 14)
. And during and through all of this, Moses has been
their leader - their only leader.

This brings us to the next chapter in the story - the
story of how Joshua would take over after Moses’
death and lead Israel into the promised land.

Things To Ponder
Why is it important to know about these
background stories like Moses?

How would you think the Israelites felt when
Moses died and Joshua took over?

Why was it important that the people understand
that God had chosen Joshua to lead them? How
does this affect your attitude towards church
leaders today?
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DAY 2 - Under New Management

The book of Joshua simply begins with “After the
death of Moses” (1:1). Not a very cheerful statement
but it marks the next turning point in the story of the
Israelites as they would no longer be led by Moses but
be under new leadership - Joshua.

It had been 40 years since the Israelites had begun
their wandering. Now, with the death of Moses, the
punishment from God had been completed and it was
time for the Israelites to take the promised land - and
Joshua would lead them. So just who was Joshua?

Here is a very condensed life story of Joshua. We first
encounter Joshua in Exodus 17:9 when Moses chose
Joshua to lead a group of men to battle the
Amalekites. Later, in Exodus 24 we find that Joshua is
now Moses’ aid and accompanies Moses on the
mountain where God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments. In Numbers 13 we find that Joshua
was one of twelve spies Moses sent out to explore the
land of Canaan. Only Joshua and Caleb brought back a
good report. And in Numbers 27 we find that God has
established that Joshua would take over leadership
after Moses’ death.

While there are a great many other things we could
list about Joshua we can see that he had been with
Moses for a very long time - since his youth (Num
11:28). And maybe, unknown to Moses or Joshua, God
had been preparing Joshua for the next chapter in the
story of the Israelites.

But first, let’s stop for a moment and step back.
When reading about people like Moses and Joshua
we can easily get caught up in the story and lose
track of why the Bible exists and how it should
impact our lives.

It’s important that we never lose track or
forget the overall theme of the Bible - God

is fulfilling his promise to provide for a
Saviour and redeem mankind through Jesus.

While the stories of Moses and Joshua are great they
are meant to support the overarching story of God’s
redemptions. OK, back to Joshua.

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord,
the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:
“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River
into the land I am about to give to them—to the
Israelites. (Jos 1:1-2)

God is speaking to Joshua and telling him three things
1) Moses is dead. Remember that God buried Moses
so the Isrealites are unaware of Moses' death. 2) The
Israelites are to prepare to cross the Jordan river and
enter the promised land. 3) God is going to provide.
That’s a lot to take in.

Imagine then, if you can, what was going through
Joshua’s mind. The person who he had followed from
his youth; who had mentored and led him for so many
years was now gone. And the burden to lead the
people was now on his shoulders. How could he
replace Moses? I’m sure that Joshua felt he had some
mighty big shoes to fill. But fill them he would - with
God’s help.

Things To Ponder
What big event in the life of Joshua resonates with
you the most? Why?

Have you ever had to step into a situation where you
had to do more than you felt capable of doing? What
did you do?

Looking back over your life, where can you see God
working behind the scenes in preparing you for the
next chapter of your life?
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DAY 3 - Be Strong And Courageous

God continues talking to Joshua;

As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous,
because you will lead these people to inherit the land I
swore to their ancestors to give them.

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be
successful wherever you go” (Jos 1:5-7)

Imagine. If you can, you have just been told that you
will be taking over leadership of Disney Corporation
just after Walt Disney’s death in 1966. (Didn’t see that
coming, did you?) Although I was young I still
remember Walt’s passing and the impact it made on
me and the world. For a long time, years, the question
was always “What would Walt do?”.

Which brings me to a key understanding in leadership-

You can never “replace” the former
leader, so don’t try.

This was true for Joshua. He could not “replace”
Moses, no one could, but that is not what God wanted
for him to do anyway. God simply wanted Joshua to
trust in him, “I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be
strong and courageous” (vv 5-6).

God didn’t want Joshua to be another Moses. God
wanted Joshua to be Joshua. Joshua had a different
skill set than Moses had. Joshua had different
strengths than Moses had. Joshua was as unique as
Moses was unique.

As Joshua would be facing a different set of
challenges, that would require a different set of
solutions, God would use Joshua’s unique skills. All
God wanted from Joshua, and us, is to follow him and
be strong and courageous as each new challenge
would come along.

While Joshua was to be strong and courageous, God
also made him a promise that “As I was with Moses, so
I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” (v 5). What a reassuring statement. Joshua had
been with Moses for years and had seen how God had
been with him. Now God is promising that same
assurance - God would be with Joshua and never leave
or forsake him.

However, there is one important thing that God also
commanded Joshua, and us, to do. God said, “Be
careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you;
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you
may be successful wherever you go” (v 7). While God’s
love is unconditional, his blessings are conditional.
Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5).
Regardless of how “noble” one's intentions might be,
to accomplish great things for God one must first and
foremost obey God. You can only find your strength
and courage in God as your source.

So this was Joshua’s challenge. And it is our challenge.
Just as God was ready to work his will through Josuha,
God also wants to work his will out in our lives. And
just like Joshua, God commands us to be strong and
courageous and to obey God in all things knowing that
he will never leave or forsake us.

Things To Ponder
How intertwined are being strong and courageous,
and obeying God?

Why is it important to understand that God does not
call you to replace someone but to use your unique set
of skills?

Do you feel Joshua felt up to the challenge of leading
the Israelites? Why or why not?
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DAY 4 - Getting Things Together

I’m a planner at heart. Although I’m game to
sometimes jump in without a plan and have an
adventure, I find that some planning and preparation
can go a long way. God has just had a talk with Joshua
and given him encouragement and a promise for what
was to come. And now it is Joshua’s turn to talk to the
people.

So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: “Go
through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your
provisions ready. Three days from now you will
cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession
of the land the Lord your God is giving you for your
own.’” (Ex 1:10-11)

Have you ever planned and prepared for a long trip?
There’s always so many things to think about and plan
for. Do we cancel garbage pickup, turn the main house
water off, turn down the water heater, adjust the
furnace/AC temperature, do we have all the clothes
we’ll need, credit cards, cash, passports, personal
essentials and much, much more. And the longer the
trip the more to plan.

While the list would have been very different for the
Israelites they still needed time to plan and get ready
to leave. But they were not going on a vacation. No,
they were moving to a new home in a new land. And
they have just three days to get ready. Three days to
pack up everything, and that includes a lot of animals.
Imagine the excitement, anxiety, tension and general
mayhem that they must have felt and gone through.

What we notice first in the passage is that Joshua got
his officers, his support team of leaders together.

It is important for us to understand that, although
Joshua was the overall leader he was not alone.

Earlier Moses had set up a supporting structure at the
suggestion of his father-in-law Jethro (Ex 18).

Although it’s not recorded, I am sure that Joshua
shared all that God had told him and gave the same
encouragement to his support team. They have
learned of Moses’ death and Joshua’s appointment.

And the promise God had given to Joshua was also
extended to them, God will never leave or forsake
them so they too should be strong and courageous.

So what can we learn and apply from this event in
Joshua’s and the Israelites story? First, be assured that
God will NEVER leave or forsake you. Sometimes we
can feel all alone when the trials and troubles of life
come along. Yet we can always rest assured that God
is there with us. He will never leave us.

Second, as God is with us we can be strong and
courageous. He is our source and will give you the
strength, and courage, to face the trials and troubles
of life. The night before Jesus’ betrayal he prayed for
strength and courage to face the cross (Mt 26:39).

Last, God promises all these things as we obey him
and do not “turn to the right or to the left” (v 7). Again,
in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed that God’s
will would be done. And just as God did not forsake
Jesus, but gave him strength and courage to face the
cross, we too can face the trials and trouble of life
with God as our source of strength.

Things To Ponder
If you have ever moved to a new home, what was it like
getting ready?

How do you think Joshua and the Israelites felt as they
began to get ready to move to the promised land?

Why do you think it’s important to not lose track of
obeying God and to “not turn to the right or the left”?
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DAY 5 - LIFE APPLICATION

In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Courage. This final lesson

is unique in that it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some Bible

study and journaling.

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.

1. Get maybe 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.

2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new, something you

never really noticed before.

3. Read Joshua 1 at least twice - slowly.

4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to

convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this

scripture passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?


