THIS JOURNAL BELONGS TO:

WELCOME
This is more than just a sermon notebook – it’s a daily
tool designed to help you live and share the story of God.
We are confident that as you faithfully use these pages, a
beautiful pattern of God’s grace, timing, and provision will
emerge. Let it nourish you so that you can nourish others in
return. Live and share. It’s what we were made for!
CONTENTS:
SERMON NOTES: take notes on that weekend’s teaching
PRAYER & JOURNAL PAGES: pages to write about your daily
walk with God, read His word, & pray
SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO: 3-5 minute videos giving an
additional focus on the teaching each week.

DEEPER DIVE:
Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper”? Check out our Deeper
Dive for daily online readings to dig deeper into God’s Word.

Special thanks to Duane Roach for
writing the devotionals and the Deeper
Dives. We thank him for sharing his
writing talents with us.

SERMON NOTES

Pentecost
our turn
SEPT 4
ACTS 1-7

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

Pentecost
There are events listed in the Bible where a person has an
encounter with God that is transformational. Moses when he met
God in a burning bush (Ex 3), or Jacob when he wrestled with God
to receive his blessing (Ge 32). These are experiences that one does
not forget. They are transformational in that the person is not the
same person afterwards.
It had been 50 days since Jesus’ death and resurrection. During that
time the disciples had gone from the deepest low seeing their Rabbi
and Master crucified to unbelievable joy and
excitement at seeing him risen and alive. Yet they had not yet, even
through all this, been transformed into someone different. They still
were fearful of the Romans and of the religious
authorities.
But something amazing, and quite unexpected was about to
happen - they were about to experience a transformational
experience as the Holy Spirit came into them - literally. The result
was a group of people who were not who they had been. Where
there was once fear there was now boldness. Where there was once
weakness there was a strength that went far beyond their abilities.
Pentecost is often called the “Beginning of the church”. But
maybe the real point is that it was the beginning of personal
transformations. Maybe you live in fear, maybe you feel you’re weak
and not strong enough. And you’re right! The reality is that without
the power of the Holy Spirit living and working in and through you,
you can’t do it, and neither could the disciples.
If you have not had a transformational “Pentecost” experience where
the Holy Spirit has come into your life then I want to encourage you
to earnestly pray and seek God and that the Holy Spirit will come
into your heart and transform you into a new person - strong and
without fear proclaiming the message of the kingdom of God.

Digging Deeper
Describe an event in your life that was “transformational”.

If you have ever felt the Holy Spirit in your life describe
its impact? If not then begin to pray and seek him with all
your heart.

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

SERMON NOTES

Global Christians
our turn
SEPT 11
ACTS 1-8

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

Global Christians
Today we think of the church as a global church with very few
people groups left to bring the message of salvation in Jesus. But
that was not the case 2100 years ago. The “church” was mostly
a group of Jewish believers who were considered a sect of the
Jewish faith. While things weren’t great for those early believers
they still seemed to be able to meet and have fellowship with
each other.
Before Jesus had ascended into heaven he had told his disciples
that they would, “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). How much
time had passed since then is not mentioned in the Bible but it
was clear that the disciples had not left Jerusalem and began
to spread the message of salvation. But that would suddenly
change with the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60).
After the stoning of Stephen, “a great persecution broke out
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.” (Act 7:1). Whether
planned by God or used by God (I believe the latter) most of the
believers left Jerusalem and the result was the gospel message
went with them. Within 200 years the church would grow from
being a small Jewish cult to a life changing and world
transforming church.
Believers all around the world today are a result of that first
movement. And as time passed other believers left their homes
because of persecution to find somewhere to worship God and
share the love and message of Jesus. Others felt a call to leave
their comfortable home and go as missionaries to people who
had not yet heard the gospel message. Regardless of how, the
church of Jesus is global in its reach and message as people
continue to share the message of salvation through Jesus.

Digging Deeper
Was there any specific person you can think of who
helped lead you to Jesus?

Have you had the opportunity to share the message of
salvation with someone? If not pray, God will lead people
into your life so that you can help continue to spread the
gospel message globally.

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

SERMON NOTES

One Church
our turn
SEPT 18
ACTS 11-17

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

One Church
Growing up the ice cream shops of Basken-Robbins had
been the go to place to get a treat. (OK, Dairy Queen came
a close second). And although their ice cream was good,
that wasn’t why we went there. It was the choice of flavors
- 31 to be exact. That’s a lot to choose from so there has
to be at least one everyone likes. Interestingly though,
although there may be 31 flavors, it all starts from the
same base mix.
Today, it is estimated that there are 45,000 “flavors”
of Christianity. That’s a lot of flavors - a lot! Although
the majority are Catholic, Protestant, Greek or Russian
Orthodox, there are many, many others. Some are the
result of theological differences. Others on the style of
worship and music. And still others differ on which Bible
version to use.
But, when we begin to strip away these differences, we
begin to see that they all have a common “base mix” Jesus. Jesus is the foundation of Christinaity. Without
Jesus there would be no church because it is only in him
that salvation can be found.
As the church of Jesus continues to advance and grow
may we allow for other flavors that seek to be “one church”
that proclaims Jesus as its one foundation. May we all
continue to proclaim the love of God and mankind’s need
to repent. And may we see that most of our differences are
simply “flavors” made from the same core mix - Jesus.

Digging Deeper
How have you seen churches handle different “flavors” of
other churches? Why were some negative while others
were positive? What were the results?

Why is it important to know how to identify true “flavors” of
church from false? How can you discern true from false?

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

SERMON NOTES

Church Transforms Culture
our turn
SEPT 25
ACTS 11-17

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

Church Transforms Culture
The metamorphosis from a caterpillar to a butterfly is truly a miracle.
Once completed the butterfly looks nothing like the caterpillar
it originally was. But as beautiful as that miracle is, it pales in
comparison to the transformation that God can do in the life of a
person yielded to him.
The Apostle Peter had been raised as any other Jew of his day. The
result was a person who had a hard time breaking some old habits.
One of those habits was not associating with Gentiles, least of all a
Roman centurion. But God was about to show Peter just how much
he loved everyone, even a gentile Roman centurion.
As part of Peter’s usual habit he was praying when the Bile says he
had a vision of a sheet filled with what would have been considered
“unclean” animals. While he saw this he heard a voice saying, “Get
up, Peter. Kill and eat.” (Acts 10:13). Of course, Peter, being a good
Jew, replied, “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten
anything impure or unclean.” (v 14) to which God replied, “Do not
call anything impure that God has made clean.” (v 15). This same
vision occurred three times, which tells us that God was about to do
something great. Not just in Peter’s life but in the life of the church.
Earlier the Bible tells us that a Roman centurion named Cornelius,
who was “devout and God-fearing” (Acts 10:2), had a vision to send
for Peter (v 5), which he did. You can imagine then Peter’s surprise
when there was a knock on his door to go and visit a Roman
centurion. In the end Peter understood, Jesus’ church is all inclusive.
His church is for Jew’s and Gentiles. That day, not only was Peter
transformed, but the church was transformed. It was not to be a
community for Jew’s only, but a community of people united around
one common belief, that Jesus is the savior of all, both Jew and
Gentile. Peter summed it up when he said, “I now realize how true it
is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation
the one who fears him and does what is right.” (v 34).

Digging Deeper
How has God transformed you? Think of specific
examples.

How does God use the church to transform the world?

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

SERMON NOTES

The Story Continues
our turn
OCT 2
ACTS 18-26

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

The Story Continues
With the original Star Wars trilogy such a big success there
are now dozens of other stories like The Lord of the Rings,
The Hobbit, The Chronicles of Narnia, Harry Potter and
more that are told as a series. So why have they been so
successful? At their root they are good stories that people
want to see continue. But they are also stories that show a
progression of a single theme as new characters enter and
old characters leave.
When reading the Bible we’re not just reading about
other people in other lands long ago. We’re reading about
God’s story and his redemption of mankind. From Genesis
through Revelation the story always has a central recurring
theme - the redemption of mankind. You can’t read about
any individual without seeing this theme played out. From
Abraham, Issac and Jacob to Moses, Joshua and David.
Then between the OT and NT the story seems to be almost
400 years of silence. It’s as though the story was placed on
pause. But just like any great story something was stirring,
God was preparing for a twist in the story. And what a twist.
Jesus, the Messiah everyone had been expecting had not
come to set the Jews free from the iron rule and bondage of
the Romans but mankind from the bondage of sin.
And God’s story continues today - with you. God’s story, the
story of Jesus coming to bring mankind redemption and
freedom from sin is now part of your story. As the Holy Spirit
guides and transforms you, you too become part of the
greatest story ever told.

Digging Deeper
What is your favorite story? What are the elements that
make it your favorite?

Does being a part of God’s story excite or scare you and
why are both good?

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

SERMON NOTES

Love, A Church Culture
our turn
OCT 9
ACTS 27-28

MESSAGE APPLICATION
How can I apply this message to my life?

What did this message teach me about God?

What did this message teach me about myself?

SERMON SIDEKICK VIDEO
ACCESS VIDEO AT:
1 lifestreamweb.org/sidekick

S

2 Watch on Facebook on Wednesday at 7PM
@lifestreamchurchmi

DEVOTIONAL

Love, A Church Culture
There is no denying that the church of Jesus has been a transformation
agent in the world. However, for the church to be a transformation agent
in the world it must first and foremost be made up of transformed people.
During the Passover feast with his disciples, before his betrayal and
death, Jesus did something that was completely out of line for a Rabbi, he
washed his disciples feet. Today we can easily miss the importance of this
act, as I’m sure the disciples really didn’t get it then either. But at the close
Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.” (Jn 13:34-35, emphasis added).
Jesus had given his disciples a physical lesson in the servanthood nature
of love that he wanted them to live out after he would be gone.
In these two verses Jesus speaks of love 4-times. And in each Jesus uses
the Greek work agapaō or agapē. This type of love is often associated
with the love God has for us. It is an active love of God for his Son and his
people, and the active love his people are to have for God, each other,
and even enemies
Of anything and everything a church can promote or proclaim there is
one characteristic that every church should be identified with - that they
(Christians, believers) love (agapē) one another. This love, for each other
and for Jesus, should be the overriding characteristic that any nonbeliever should see and feel when meeting and talking with Christians.
Love is the foundation and culture of the church of Jesus. The Apostle
Paul, speaking of love, gave us maybe the best description of love in
action when he said:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love never fails. (1 Cor 13:4-8)
So dear people, let us, the church of Jesus, love one another as Jesus has
loved us so that we may love others and be an agent of transformation to
those around us.

Digging Deeper
Why do you think Jesus used the word “new” when telling
his disciples to love one another?

How have you seen love be a transformational part of your
spiritual walk?

Looking for a way to “Dive Deeper” into this
passage? Go to lifestreamweb.org/sidekick
for a more interacitve & carefully crafted Deeper
Dive Study.

JOURNAL & PRAY

