Our Turn (Book of Acts) - One Church

DAY 1- Unity Of Message
It’s amazing how much can be said with so
few words. The phrase “Remember the
Alamo” became a rally cry for those who
fought against Mexico and eventually secured
independence for Texas. The imagery behind
this motto is rich and filled with many
stories and details that don’t need to be said
to understand its meaning. The early church
too had a motto of sorts, a rally cry that
declared their faith.
In his letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle
Paul said that he had “resolved to know
nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified.” (1 Cor 2:2). This
simple statement would later become a rally
cry for the church as persecution broke out
and more and more believers would be killed
because of their faith. But how and why did
this statement of faith become so important?
Long before the early church fathers began
to develop the various creeds of faith the
believers understood and proclaimed this
simple fact, Jesus was the Christ, the Son of
God, and he was crucified and raised from the
dead. Not much there as a statement of faith
as we have today, and yet it worked. Why?
First, this statement proclaimed that Jesus
was the Christ, the Messiah who’s coming
had been foretold in the OT. And as the
Messiah, Jesus was also the King of kings.
The supreme ruler over everything, and that
included Caesar. But by proclaiming one’s
alliance to Jesus you also became an enemy
of Rome. And Rome had one simple rule - you
could worship any number of gods as long as
Caesar was one of them. Early believers knew
that this allegiance and loyalty to Jesus would
put them on Rome’s short list for execution.

Second, that Jesus had died by crucifixion.
The early believers knew that Jesus had been
killed by crucifixion. No one, but no one
survived crucifixion because you were not
taken down until you were dead. But these
same believers also knew that Jesus had been
raised from the dead and that gave them
hope that they too would be raised from the
dead.
Thus, the early church simply proclaimed
their faith, and by extension their loyalty and
allegiance, by acknowledging Jesus Christ and
him crucified.

Things To Ponder
Can you think of a motto that people use as a
rallying point? Why are they so powerful?
How can the simplicity of “knowing Jesus
Christ and him crucified” help in your daily
life?
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DAY 2- Unity Of Purpose
When a group of people share a single
focused purpose it’s amazing what they can
accomplish. Growing up in the 60’s and 70’s I
was fascinated by space exploration. I
remember the Mercury and Apollo missions,
and ultimately watching Neil Armstrong walk
on the moon. The thought that it took
thousands of people, working hundreds of
thousands of hours towards a single goal
to put a man on the moon was incredible.
It showed just what a united people could
accomplish.
In Jesus’ final words to his disciples he told
them that they would be his “witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8b). And
while we often talk about how the message
of Jesus would start in Jerusalem and spread
throughout the world, the important part is
not the locations but the action - they would
be witnesses.
The disciples, and us, had been given a
purpose and this purpose would become the
unifying and driving force for the church. In
his book The Purpose Driven Church, Rick
Warren starts with the words “It’s not about
you!”. Rick wanted his readers to understand
that the purpose of your life is far
greater than your own personal fulfillment,
your peace of mind, or even your own
happiness.
The same goes for the church. Its purpose is
far greater than being a community of
believers meeting together on Sunday, or
having a Bible study on Thursday, or even
a great children’s program.
The unity of purpose for believers is to be a

witness for Jesus. But what does it mean to
be a “witness”? When called before a jury a
witness is to testify, to tell the truth,
concerning what they have seen and heard.
But the credibility of the witness must first be
established. Therefore, every believer should
live that is pure and blameless (Phil 2:15), a
life that is above reproach, a living witness
and testimony that is a reflection of Jesus
wherever they are.

Things To Ponder
Why is it important that a witness be above
reproach?
How have you been an active witness for
Jesus?
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DAY 3- Unity Of Love
As important as it is for the church and
believers to have a unity of message and a
unity of purpose both are meaningless unless
they are rooted in love. During the Passover
feast with his disciples, before his
betrayal and death, Jesus did something that
was completely out of line for a Rabbi, he
washed his disciples feet and at the end Jesus
said, “A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” (Jn 13:34-35). Jesus had given his
disciples a physical lesson in the servanthood
nature of love that he wanted them to live
out after he would be gone.

were tools to be used and manipulated for
one’s personal gain and love was seen as a
weakness.
So you can begin to understand the
“uniqueness” of Christianity as love became
the primary characteristic of believers. They
were patient, kind, selfless, humble and meek.
They didn’t put down others but instead built
them up. They shared what they had with
each other and gave freely to anyone in need.
Who wouldn’t want to be a part of that?

Later, while writing to the Corinthian church,
the Apostle Paul would list the tangible
attributes of love in action.

Things To Ponder

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails. (1 Cor 13:4-8a).

What are some tangible ways you can show
love to others?

Have you ever considered that early
believers didn’t understand the concept of
love, at least not as Paul described it? Really!
Think about it for a moment. Nothing about
first century culture was based on love.
Relationships were not built on love but
rather power and influence. Even something
as basic as the relationships within the family,
husbands and wives and children, had to be
addressed (Ep 5:21-33). The gods certainly
didn’t love people. Overall, people and gods

Describe what you think society would be like
without love.
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DAY 4- Unity Through Diversity And Inclusion
For this lesson I ask that you remove the lens of
a twenty-first century believer and see through
the lens of a first century believer. To do this we
must “unlearn what we have learned”. But how?
In today’s world we have been taught that
diversity is based on race and inclusion is based
on the acceptance of lifestyle. Therefore, we
must go back to the first century church and
understand what diversity and inclusion were
then and how it differs today.
The world culture of the early church was a very
hierarchical society based on strict adherence to
one’s social position - rich, poor, free, or slave. In
Rome for instance seats within the Colosseum
were arranged in a tiered manner, which
reflected ancient Roman hierarchy. These tiers
included assigned seating arrangements for
senators, non-senatorial noble citizens, soldiers,
foreign dignitaries, scholars, and so on. Similarly,
women, slaves, and other poor members of
society were expected to sit within assigned
tiers in the Colosseum. Therefore, diversity and
inclusion could only be found within one’s social
position, and even then it was limited.
Then Christianity came along and the rules of
social class and position were erased. No longer
did people separate themselves into social groups
but lived, ate and worshiped together as brothers
and sisters. Addressing this Paul said, “There is
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus.” (Ga 3:28). Everyone is to be
included in the salvation of Jesus regardless of
social class or position. Again, writing to
Philemon, Paul spoke of a slave named
Onesimus when he said, “Perhaps the reason he
was separated from you for a little while was that
you might have him back forever - no longer as a
slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.”
(Philemon 1:15-16).
The early church was singularly united and
focused on the message, purpose and love of

Jesus. And the result was a loving and growing
community of believers made up of every social
class. Jew’s and Gentiles, slaves and slave owners,
women and men, rich and poor all came together
and were unified as one people - Christians.
However, I would suggest that the church of
today has been heavily influenced by the world
and its noble, but misguided emphasis on
diversity and inclusion. The result is that some
in the church have lost their focus on Jesus. The
message, purpose and love of Jesus that was
once singularly united and focused on Jesus has
been replaced with false gods of diversity and
inclusion that, though they seem noble and good,
deny Jesus his rightful place as Lord and King.
May the Holy Spirit empower his people once
again to boldly proclaim the message of Jesus
Christ and him crucified. May we once again find
our purpose by being witnesses of Jesus to a lost
world. And may we be united in our love of Jesus
and one another.

Things To Ponder
How easy is it for you to get distracted by the
issues of today?
How do you discern ideas and ideologies that
take your focus off of Jesus?
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DAY 5-Life Application
In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Unity. In this final lesson, it
is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some personal Bible study and
journaling.
This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.
1. Use 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.
2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new,
something you never really noticed before.
3. Read John 17 at least twice - slowly.
4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and
observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper
Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to convey?
Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this scripture
passage?
Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?
Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?
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