Our Turn (Book of Acts) - Global Christians

DAY 1- To The Ends Of The Earth
In Jesus’ final statement to his disciples he
said;
Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift
my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about. For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit … But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” (Acts 1:4-5, 8)
Fast forward a few months and with the
stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60) the
believers in Jerusalem are now being
persecuted and scattered throughout Judea
and Samaria (Acts 8:1). Saul is on a mission
to destroy the early church before it can get
a foothold. The result is that the believers are
on the move and the gospel message is going
with them. The persecution isn’t stopping the
message, it’s helping spread the message.
In Acts 8 we read that Philip went down to a
city in Samaria and began to preach the
message and perform miracles (vv 4-8). The
result was that many Samaritans believed
and there was great joy in that city. Philip
then went south to Gaza and told an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake, the
gospel message. And he believed (vv 26-40).
We read that Peter visited a Roman centurion
named Cornelius in the coastal city of
Caesarea, a very important and strategic city.
The result was that Cornelius accepted Jesus
and the message began to spread from there.
For the early believers the ends of the earth

were much smaller than they are today. Yet
the church still seeks out those that have yet
to hear the gospel message. And maybe most
interesting is that where there is persecution,
sometimes severe, the church is growing.
As you read the book of Acts you can begin
to see and trace the spread of the gospel
message of Jesus. The apostles and
believers who left Jerusalem began to settle
throughout the known Roman world - and
even beyond. Today the church of Jesus is
truly global but until Jesus’ return there’s still
more people to reach.

Things To Ponder
Why has persecution actually helped spread
the message of Jesus?
Not everyone is called to be a missionary
and go to a foreign land. So how do you help
spread the gospel message to the ends of
your earthly influence?
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DAY 2- Damascus
As we consider how the early church became
global, the story of the conversion of Saul
while he was traveling to Damascus stands
out. But it also raises a question - why did
Saul go to Damascus? What made Damascus
so important to Saul?
Located about 130 miles northeast of
Jerusalem, Damascus is one of the oldest
cities in the world and still today is the capital
of Syria. The OT is rich with references to
Damascus. The first mention of Damascus
in the Bible is in connection with Abraham’s
rescue of Lot after he was kidnapped by a
confederation of Mesopotamian kings (Gen
14:15). Abraham’s senior servant Eliezer was
from Damascus (Gen 15:2).
The Bible does not refer to the city again
until the time of David when Damascus and
its kings began numerous dealings with
Israel. After Solomon’s death, Israel was
divided into two kingdoms, and Damascus
increased in power. At different times, both
Israel and Judah made pacts with the ruling
kings of Damascus (1 Kings 15:18–20).
Eventually, this led to Damascus dominating
and influencing both Hebrew kingdoms and
for the remainder of the OT.
Because of their long history with Damascus
there was already a large population of Jews
already living there. Therefore, after the
stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60), as
believers in Jerusalem were scattered
throughout the known Roman world, it
would be easy to see that Damascus would
have been a good place to relocate to. Thus, it
would also make sense that Saul would want
to travel to Damascus since there would have
been a large number of believers there.

But instead of the believers in Damascus
being persecuted by Saul, now Paul would
use Damascus as a springboard for spreading
the message of Jesus even further. What a
twist in God’s story!

Things To Ponder
Where has been your favorite place to ever
visit? What made it your favorite?
Paul’s life was changed while on his way to
Damascus. Can you describe a “Damascus”
event in your life where you encountered
Jesus?
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DAY 3- Cornelius And The Italian Regiment
Although the most important reason for the
story of the meeting of Coenelius and Peter
was to show that the gospel message was
meant for everyone, Jew and Gentile. But
there may be an even bigger story to tell here
and it has to do with why God may have
chosen Cornelius for Peter to visit.
In Acts 10 we read, “At Caesarea there was
a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what
was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all
his family were devout and God-fearing; he
gave generously to those in need and prayed
to God regularly.” (Acts 10:1-2)
From this we know that Cornelius was
located in the port city of Caesarea. Caesarea
Maritima was “the” place to be if you were a
Roman citizen. Built by Herod the Great as
a thankyou gift to Caesar it soon became a
major port and served as an administrative
center of the province of Judaea in the
Roman Empire.
Cornelius was not just any Roman citizen but
a centurion. The highest rank an ordinary
soldier could expect to achieve. These men
commanded centuries in the legions or the
auxiliary – in the legions, these usually
consisted of 80-100 men.
Finally, we understand that Cornelius was
devout and God-fearing and had at least one
other devoted soldier under his command .
It’s no wonder that God sent Peter to
Cornelius. As a Roman centurion Cornelius
would eventually be reassigned to other cities
where he would be able to help spread the
message of Jesus.
The story of Cornelius shows us that God can,

and does, use people where they are - even a
Roman centurion. The only thing we need to
do is to be willing to listen and obey.

Things To Ponder
Have you ever felt challenged by the Holy
Spirit over a long held belief?
Have you ever felt led by God to share the
message of Jesus with someone you least
expected would be willing to listen?
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DAY 4- Baptism And The Holy Spirit
In this last lesson we’ll focus on a city that the
Apostle Paul would use as a launching point
for two of his missionary travels - Antioch.
We read this about Antioch in Acts.
Now those who had been scattered by the
persecution that broke out when Stephen
was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only
among Jews. Some of them, however, men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch
and began to speak to Greeks also, telling
them the good news about the Lord Jesus.
The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great
number of people believed and turned to the
Lord. (Acts 11:19-21)
Various cities were named Antioch but the
Antioch referred to here is Antioch-on-theOrontes (on the Orontes River). Located
about 300 miles north of Jerusalem it is
located on the Mediterranean Sea in what
today is Turkey. Antioch was the third or
fourth largest city in the empire with between
100,000 and 600,000 residents. The Roman
governor of Syria and his legion resided there.
It did not have the status of a Roman colony,
but was a “free city” with a measure of
autonomy. This autonomy provided a safer
location for the believers fleeing the
persecution in Jerusalem.
Antioch had a particularly large Jewish
population with some estimates being close
to 10%. After the Judean revolt Antioch
spared its Jewish residents from being
slaughtered. In contrast to the Syrian
countryside, Antioch had many cultural
Greeks. It was also a cosmopolitan center
with considerable exchange among cultures.
This resulted in many Gentiles converted to

Judaism or were God-fearers. Thus the city
of Antioch was ready to hear the gospel
message of Jesus.
Because of its size, location and relative
safety one can easily see why the early
believers would relocate to Antioch and why
Paul would use it as a launching point for his
missionary journeys.

Things To Ponder
If you can, look at the locations of Cyprus,
Cyrene and Antioch. Notice their distance
from Jerusalem and each other?
Have you ever considered the strategy that
Paul and the early church had when planting
new churches? What elements do you think
they considered?
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DAY 5-Life Application
In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Global Christians. In this final
lesson, it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some personal Bible
study and journaling.
This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do.
1. Use 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.
2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new,
something you never really noticed before.
3. Read Acts 11 at least twice - slowly.
4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and
observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper
Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to convey?
Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this scripture
passage?
Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?
Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?
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