


Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 1:3)

   Have you ever considered the importance 
of the opening verses in theNew Testament 
letter? They can be easily looked at as simply 
first century politeness as we quickly move 
on to the important passages. But a closer 
examination reveals that the New Testament’s 
most common greeting from Paul (11 times), 
Peter (2 times) and John (1 time) included the 
phrase “grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”.

   The initial greeting used by both Paul 
and Peter in their letters modifies the  
traditional Greek word for “greetings” 
(chairein) by changing it to “grace” (charis)  
and then combines this with the Hebrew 
word for “greetings” (Hebrew shalom; Greek 
eirēnē; “peace”). Even Paul’s simple greeting  
therefore points to God’s great salvation,  
indicating its source, “grace” in the sense of 
God’s unmerited favor, and its result “peace,” 
the reconciliation and total well-being that 
only God can provide. This greeting is echoed 
in the conclusions of Paul’s and Peter’s letters, 
so that these letters stand framed in what 
amounts to an apostolic benediction on those 
who are addressed.

   As believers in Jesus, we have the awesome 
responsibility, and joy, to extend God’s grace 
and peace towards everyone, but especially 
fellow believers. So the next time you go to 
tell a fellow believer hello, maybe take a
moment and wish them God’s grace and 
peace.

Things To Ponder
How do you normally greet another person?

How would your greeting, or attitude, change 
if grace and peace became your primary 
thought?

DAY 1- Grace & Peace

Grace & Forgiveness



One who loves a pure heart and who speaks 
with grace will have the king for a friend. 

(Proverbs 22:11)

   Speaking with grace is not something that 
comes easy. We have all had that moment 
when we wish you could take back what we 
had just said. Maybe it was in a moment of 
anger or simply not being sensitive to the 
moment.

   The ability to speak with grace is a habit 
that everyone wants, but most find hard to 
develop. But why? Why can it be so hard to 
speak with grace? Maybe it’s because the 
primary characteristic of grace is to allow the 
needs of others to override our own needs. 
And that is hard, especially in how we speak 
to others.

   So how can we develop the habit of speak-
ing with grace? By speaking less and listening 
more? James, Jesus’ half-brother addressed 
this issue when he said, ”My dear brothers 
and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should 
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry, because human anger does 
not produce the righteousness that God  
desires.” (Ja 1:19-20).

   As we develop the habit of listening, we 
discover that we also are developing the habit 
of speaking with grace.

Things To Ponder
Think of a time when someone said  
something hurtful to you. How did you feel?

How can developing a habit of listening help 
you speak with more grace?

DAY 2- Speaking With Grace

Grace & Forgiveness



Out of his (Jesus) fullness, we have all received 
grace in place of grace already given. For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. (John 1:16-17)

   We all love those perfect days. The sun is 
shining, birds are singing, and everyone is 
happy and getting along well. At the end of 
the day as you reflect back and say what a 
blessed day it had been, it could not have 
been better. But could it have been?

   For the Israelites, following and  
obeying God’s laws were meant to help  
sustain and continue their relationship with 
the Almighty. As they obeyed God, his grace 
was upon them. But as great as things may 
have seemed, it wasn’t perfect. The law was 
God’s temporary fix to a long term problem  
of sin.

   In this passage, the Apostle John begins 
with describing the coming of Jesus as  
receiving grace in place of grace. The  
sacrifices required under the law provided  
for God’s grace, but there was still a wall, a 
separation between mankind and God. But 
with the coming of Jesus that wall had been 
torn down and people could now begin a  
personal relationship with God.

   Do you feel and see God’s grace being 
worked out in your life? God’s grace is a  
giving grace. He gave his son so that we 
might have fellowship with him (Jn 3:16-17). 
Everyday may not be perfect from our  
perspective, but God’s grace can give you a 
new perspective as we see his grace working 
in our lives.

Things To Ponder
Describe a time when you felt overwhelmed 
by God’s blessings. How did it affect your 
view of God?

How do you see God’s grace being multiplied 
in your life?

DAY 3- Generosity Out Of Thanksgiving 

Grace & Forgiveness



   We were created by God and in his image 
so we could live in fellowship with him. But 
when Adam and Eve sinned, that fellowship 
was broken. And yet God, even after  
everything we have done to reject God,  
still desires that we live in fellowship with 
him. And this is where God’s grace and our 
living a life of grace come together into his 
plan for mankind.

   The Greek word charis is used throughout 
the NT to describe a state of kindness and 
favor toward someone, often with a focus on 
a benefit given to that person; by extension: 
gift, benefit; credit; words of kindness and 
benefit: thanks, blessing:– grace. Ok, that was 
a little deep, but I wanted you so see the  
larger picture of what grace encompasses. 
Living a life of grace is not to just to sit and 
receive God’s grace, but to be a conduit of 
God’s grace to others.

   Therefore, living a life of grace is a habit to 
develop. But you can not develop it on your 
own. Our sinful nature always gets in the way. 
Thankfully, as believers who have accepted 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit living within us will help 
us become godly people who live a life of 
grace. Then we’ll be able to live and share the 
story of God and his plan of salvation through 
Jesus his son.

Things To Ponder
How have you seen God’s grace poured out 
to you through other believers?

How have you been a conduit of God’s grace 
to others?

DAY 4- Becoming Faithful

Grace & Forgiveness



In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored Grace & Forgiveness. In this 
final lesson, it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some personal 
Bible study and journaling. 

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do. 

1. Use 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible
2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new,  

something you never really noticed before. 
3. Read Romans 12 at least twice - slowly.
4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and  

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this scripture 
passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?
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DAY 5-Life Application

Grace & Forgiveness


