


When reading the Bible we’re not just 
reading about other people in other lands 
long ago. From Genesis through Revelation 
the God’s story has always had a central 
recurring theme - the redemption of mankind. 
You can’t read about any individual without 
seeing this theme played out. From Abraham, 
Issac and Jacob, to Moses, Joshua and  
David and the Prophets. They all have a 
part in God’s story to tell. 

And the most amazing thing is that, although 
they were real people with real flaws and 
weaknesses, God somehow used them in 
his greater story - the redemption of 
mankind. As we read about the life of each 
OT character we don’t see people that are 
superheroes with supernatural powers. No, 
instead we read about murders (Moses), liars 
(Abraham, Issac and Jacob), and murders and 
adulters (David).

So how did God use such flawed and weak 
people? Because they simply took steps of 
obedience and faith. For all his character 
flaws Abraham showed obedience and faith 
when God told him “Go from your country, 
your people and your father’s household to 
the land I will show you.” (Ge 12:1), and he 
went (v 4). God told Moses to go back to 
Egypt and help free the Israelites from their 
bondage and bring them into the promised 
land (Ex 3:10), and he did. King David, even 
after an adulterous relationship with  
Bathsheba and being responsible for the  
murder of her husband Urriah, fell to his 
kness and repented when confronted by the 
prophet Nathan (2 Sam 12). 

In each example God used their story within 
his greater story of redemption for mankind. 

But there is something else. As we read their 
stories we’re reminded of our own. Maybe 
you see glimpses of yourself in some of these 
OT characters. The good news is that, even 
though they were flawed and weak, God was 
able to accomplish great things through them. 
And that should give us hope that, although 
we too are flawed and weak, God can and will 
accomplish great things though us as we obey 
and step out in faith.

Things To Ponder
Who is your favorite OT character? Why?

How do you connect with your favorite OT 
character?

DAY 1- Their Story - OT 

Our Turn (Book of Acts) - The Story Continues



In the NT we read about Jesus - the  
fulfillment of God’s plan for the redemption 
of mankind. And although Jesus is the primary 
story in the NT, there are also other stories 
within his greater story. Within the NT we 
read about the Disciples, James, Stephen, 
Paul, Barnabas, Luke, Timothy, Aquila and 
Priscilla, Apollos and many others, and how 
God used them in continuing the story of 
mankind’s redemption.

Outside of the story of Jesus, the story of the 
conversion of Saul is maybe one of the most 
told stories because it is also one of the most 
dramatic examples of how God can use a life 
fully devoted to him. And while most know 
Jesus dramatically appeared to Saul while on 
his way to Damascus maybe the lesser known 
story is why Saul’s name was changed to Paul.

Saul is from the Hebrew word Shaul, meaning 
“ask/question” and “prayed for”. It was  
common for Hebrew boys to be named after 
OT Hebrew heroes like Abraham, Joshua,  
Jacob or Saul who was the first king of Israel. 
The name Paul is Latin (surprise!) and means 
“small” or “humble”. However, contrary to 
what you may have thought, the Bible does 
not list any “official” reason why Saul began 
to go by the name Paul. It was not until about 
six years later, while traveling with Barnabas, 
that Saul abruptly began to go by the name 
Paul (Acts 13:9). 

But if God did not change his name why 
start going by the name Paul? Many believe 
it was to make it easier for him to preach to 
the Gentiles, and to later affirm his Roman 
citizenship. Paul did something that would 
later become a major part of missionary work, 
adapting to the culture of those to whom you 

are bringing the gospel message to, in this  
example to the Gentiles. Which can also 
serve as a great example to us today - how 
have we adapted the gospel message to reach 
others where they are at? People can only 
respond to what they understand therefore 
we need to present the gospel message in a 
way they can understand.

 

Things To Ponder

Who is your favorite NT character? Why?

How do you connect with your favorite NT 
character?

DAY 2- Their Story - NT 

Our Turn (Book of Acts) - The Story Continues



Paul Harvey (1918-2009) was a beloved 
radio broadcaster who would often tell 
wondrous stories each Saturday that he 
called The Rest of the Story. These stories 
were always the backstory to something 
that everyone listening would be  
familiar with. Then, at the end of the  
story he would close with his famous 
words “and now you know… the rest of 
the story”. And maybe the idea of the-rest-
of-the-story is what has always fueled my 
interest in the back story. Knowing the 
back story gives more light and under-
standing, making the end of the story even 
better.

Every hero of the faith has a backstory, 
something that helps us understand them 
better, where they came from, what  
difficulties they overcame, what were  
their character flaws and weaknesses. 
Knowing that Abraham came from a  
family and culture that worshiped many 
gods helps us understand how great the 
transition to worshiping the one true God 
really was. Or knowing how Moses, born 
a Hebrew but raised in Pharaoh’s house 
who later committed murder by killing an 
Egyptian, would maybe be hesitant in  
going back to Egypt. 

Each of us has a backstory, a time when 
we had not yet accepted Jesus as our  
savior. We all have a story of where we 
came from and the difficulties and  
challenges we faced growing up. And  
each person’s story is unique, because  
it’s your story.

Spend some time thinking about your 
backstory. The Apostle Paul recalled his 
backstory multiple times in order to show 
the power of God and how he had  
transformed Paul. Your backstory helped 
shape who you are today but God will help 
transform who you will be tomorrow.

Things To Ponder
What was maybe the most difficult part of 
your backstory?

Can you see times when God was working 
in your backstory? How does that give you 
encouragement?

DAY 3- Your Story Before Jesus 

Our Turn (Book of Acts) - The Story Continues



We’ve done a lot of talking about the  
backstory but for this next discussion it’s 
critical that you have already accepted Jesus 
as your savior. Until then you’re still living in 
your backstory. If you haven’t accepted Jesus 
as your savior now is the perfect time to close 
your backstory and to let Jesus begin to write 
the-rest-of-your-story.

What details can you remember about your 
encounter with Jesus and when you accepted 
him as your savior? Can you remember the 
day, the time, who it was that led you to him? 
Maybe it was over the course of years, or 
maybe it was a moment of clarity when you 
felt him calling you. For some it’s a moment of 
great relief and joy, others a singular moment 
of resolution and commitment. Regardless of 
the details, the calling and decision marked 
the end of your backstory and the beginning 
of the-rest-of-your-story with Jesus. 

In describing the believers’ new life the  
Apostle Paul said, “count yourselves dead to 
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Ro 6:11). 
The believers story is one of moving forward, 
of growing daily to be more and more like 
Jesus. We look to our backstory as what we 
once were, dead to sin, while looking ahead 
to see that we are now alive in Jesus and  
anticipating what new adventures Jesus has 
for us as we help proclaim the kingdom of 
God.

If someone were to read your story what 
would they find? Would they find it hard to 
distinguish between your backstory before 
Jesus and the-rest-of-your-story with Jesus? 
Would they read about how God worked 
a miracle of transformation in your life and 
that the person you were then is dead and 

the person you are now is alive in Jesus? The 
story of mankind’s redemption was climaxed 
in Jesus and now the story continues through 
you as you live out the story of redemption. 
May your story be a #1 best seller.

Things To Ponder
What details can you remember about your 
encounter with Jesus when you accepted him 
as your savior?

How has God used your life to help tell the 
story of Jesus? 

 

DAY 4- Your Story After Jesus 

Our Turn (Book of Acts) - The Story Continues



In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored How the Story Continues. In 
this final lesson, it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some 
personal Bible study and journaling. This is totally optional, but here is what I would like 
you to do. 

1. Use 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible.
2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new,  

something you never really noticed before. 
3. Read Romans 6 at least twice - slowly.
4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and  

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.  

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this scripture 
passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?
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DAY 5-Life Application

Our Turn (Book of Acts) - The Story Continues


