


   As we continue on our series of Healthy 
Habits we’ll look at the habit of generosity.  
So let us identify what being generous is, so 
we can better understand what generosity is 
and is not.

   First, generosity is not just what you give, 
or the amount you give, but the attitude with 
which you give it. While watching people 
bring their temple offerings, Jesus watched 
as many rich people threw in large amounts 
of money, but a poor widow came and put in 
two very small copper coins, worth only a few 
cents. To this Jesus told his disciples that the 
widow had put more into the treasury than 
everyone else (Mk 12:41-44). It wasn’t the 
amount of money she gave, but her attitude 
towards giving.

   Second, generosity is not about you, but 
about others. In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus talked about giving to the needy and 
that we should “ not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing” (Mt 6:3).  
People who are truly generous in attitude  
are also humble about it. Their goal is not to 
gain people’s recognition or admiration.

   Because of God’s generosity to us first, we 
as his children, can be generous towards  
others so that God might be praised.

Things To Ponder
Who do you consider to be the most  
generous person in your life? Why?

How has God’s generosity to you shaped your 
generosity towards others?

DAY 1- Generosity 101
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And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work. (2 Cor 9:8)

   God equips us for what He calls us to. For 
some, his call is something so big that you 
can only trust that God will provide what you 
need. Giving is an act of surrender and  
complete faith that God will provide.

   Abraham, in an act of complete surrender 
and trust in God, as he was preparing to  
sacrifice his only son, Isaac, said, “God himself 
will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.” (Ge 22:8). And God did provide a 
lamb and Isaac was saved.

   Noah, in an act of complete surrender and 
trust in God, built an ark in the middle of  
nowhere. When the time came he gathered 
his family and entered the ark, trusting that 
God would provide for them (Ge 7). And God 
did save Noah and his family.

   Are you trusting God with everything  
He’s given you? When we choose to live 
generously, we are surrendering our desires, 
admitting that we have nothing and are fully 
reliant on God’s provision. You don’t need to 
have a lot to give. You just have to be faithful 
with what God has given you.

Things To Ponder
Recall a story where someone was generous 
with you? How did their generosity impact 
you?

How has God shown generosity to you in 
times of need? How does God’s generosity  
to you influence your generosity towards 
others?
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This service that you perform is not only  
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people,  

but is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God. (2 Cor 9:12)

   The Gospel story is a story of generosity. 
Jesus is the perfect example of what  
generosity looks like. He gave up His life  
and died a criminal’s death so that we could 
be saved through the riches of God’s grace.

   Generosity is more than a gift to others. 
Giving is an expression of thanksgiving and  
a reflection of your heart. God doesn’t want  
us to live generously because we have to,  
but because it is our deepest desire to help  
others and glorify Him. When we give  
out of gratitude, it is a reflection of the  
transformation we’ve experienced through 
the Gospel.

   While taking an offering for the believers in 
Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul encouraged those 
that would give to see it as an overflowing of 
their thanks to God for all that he had already 
done for them in supplying their needs.

   Finally, as we show generosity to others 
that is rooted in our thankfulness to God, 
we’ll find that our generosity will spread as 
others become generous in attitude and 
heart. Generosity is something that  
believers in Jesus should show in great  
abundance. Generosity is a well that will  
never run dry.

Things To Ponder
What characteristics would you use to  
describe people who are generous?

How is your thanksgiving for all God has done 
for you help you be a more thankful person?

DAY 3- Generosity Out Of Thanksgiving 
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   The acts of stewardship and generosity can 
often be mistakenly thought of in opposition 
to each other when either is taken to the 
extreme. Some may think of stewardship as 
only saving your money while others may see 
generosity as giving everything away. But the 
Bible calls believers to be both good stewards 
and generous. So, how do we reconcile  
stewardship and generosity?

   Understanding that everything we have is 
a gift from God. The Bible says, “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and 
all who live in it.” (Ps 24:1). Nothing on the 
earth is ours. It all belongs to God. He placed 
us here to steward (or manage) the time, 
talent, and treasures He’s given us. When 
we start to look at our possessions this way, 
it frees the tight grip we can hold on them. 
This allows us to loosely hold onto material 
possession so that we can freely give them to 
those in need, like Christ has called us to  
do. While this may seem like a simple  
principle, it’s one that can be hard to live  
out. So it requires consistent repetition.

   As we begin to live out that everything  
belongs to God, we then we will find it  
easier to be generous. We’ll see that God 
brings some things into our lives to give  
away. We’ll find that God will use us to bring 
his blessings on others. This is how our  
generosity to others will bring glory to God.

Things To Ponder
Why is it important to not see stewardship 
and generosity as being opposed to each 
other?

How do you balance stewardship and  
generosity?
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In this devotional and series of lessons, we have explored generosity. In this final lesson, 
it is time for me to stop talking (writing) and for you to do some personal Bible study 
and journaling. 

This is totally optional, but here is what I would like you to do. 

1. Use 2 or 3 of your favorite versions of the Bible
2. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something new,  

something you never really noticed before. 
3. Read Psalm 112 at least twice - slowly.
4. Now read the questions below and write down some thoughts and  

observations. This is just for you, I’ll not ask you to share any of it.

Digging Deeper

Main Point - What do you see as the main point or idea the writer wanted to convey?

Learning - What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this scripture 
passage?

Life Application - How can applying what you have learned help you grow?

Next Step - What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned?
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